
ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER 
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Re the request for details about the 12 Orange-crowned arblers observed in 

n r t hern utler County on hc1y 9 , 1992 : This w s a cumulative figure for t he day 
t four localities : ~olf Creek arrows 4 , 1iller Tr· ck 4 , Sli ppery Rock Township 

2, and Glades State Gamelands 2. 

The low pressure t hat rapidly engulfed northern But l er County by mid- morn ing 
held vireos and w~rblers in t he t rees . · in start ed falling about 1000 hrs and 
intensified all day . By 1500 hrs it was r ainin so hard t hat our group could not 
leave our vehicles. e were forced to call i t a day . Yet our group ident ified 19 
warbler species and 110 individuals durin the field per iod , mostly in the morning .• 
The normal migrat ion pattern of fallout around dawn and t hen fe din -moving-resting 
through t he trees unt il even ing f li ht t ime was broken by t he inclement weather. 
On hay 9- 10 vi r eos and warblers definitely were "st l led" i n northern But ler Count y. 

Based on sprin records kept for northern Butler County since 1972, t he range
crowned arbler is recorded every year t hat a wave of warblers stalls here because 
of weather condi t ions similar t o f•ay 9- 10 , 1992. Host ra ge-crowns fly over t hi s 
part of the count y a t night and can be identified by t heir charact erist i c HI call 
not e. As rnany as 3 individual Orange-crowns have been ident ified a t one time, in 
one place in the past , but 2 individuals a t one t ime in one place have been r ecorded 
on several occasions s i nce 1972 , even i n my own backyard . Of course , r oof for t his 
point is difficult if not impossible t o declare , but i t seems to me that Orange
crowns t ravel in already bonded pairs, a t least here. The species i s usually among 
t he earliest warbler arrivals aft er Yellow-t hroated , yrt le, Yellow and Louisiana 
Wat ert hrush, between uay 1- 10. The Tennessee Warbler, which can be confu~ed for 
t he Orange-crown, usually arrives here between I' ay 10- 15 , peaking about tJ1ay 18-20 . 
In t he t hird week of May t he Tennes see is the most common warbler species in northern 
But ler Count y . 

Based on years of field experience, and true on i'iay 9, Ora e-crowns prefer 
forest edge habitat, alt hough I ' ve observed t hem in open woodlots and yards and 
gardens where mat ure tre s occur. All 12 individuals on 1ay 9 were feedin in low 
branches of deciduous trees long olf Creek or i n open woodlots , perhaps no higher 
than 15-20 feet above ound level . The Tennessee Warbler , on t he ot hPr hand , 
pr ef ers t he canopy l ayer of t rees nd I've rarely observed i t lower t han 25 feet 
above n ound level. The light was excellent from dawn t o 1000 hrs and without even 
using binocul s (7x t o lOX u ed by 4 group members ) we detected an overall drab 
ol i ve color of t he Or anr e-crowns at 25 f eet. The 1 Tennessee Warbler seen t hat day 
illust rated a three-t one color at ion : light gray crown, dark green back , and whi t e 
underpart s . Wi t h binoculars, t he r e-crowns had light gray an t hin bills, dark 
olive backs , wings , and upper tai ls, and light olive- ay underparts from throat to 
under tail coverts which were slightly light er olive (but not yellow as s hown i ~ s ome 
guides ) . This c olor pattern was enhanced by dark olive s treaks on t he breas ts and 
abdomens of t he birds and contrast ed wit h the lack of such streaks on t he white 
under part s of t he lone Tennessee Warbler observed t hat day . Finally, a s ment · oned 
above, t he age-crowned Warbler has a dist inctive CHI call note t hat is used in 
mir;ration and moving through t he low branches of trees . nly 2 or 3 male Orange
crowns sang early t hat orning , a hi h pi tched tril l f ollowed quickly by a slow , 
lower trill, which is qui t e different fro~ t he gradually accelerated high t rill of 
t he Tennessee Warbler. Only 2 male range-crowns displ yed t he tawny orange crown 
characteris tic f some individuals oft e species, alt hough I frankly h~ve never 
seen more t han 2 such individuals . 

1ay 1992 was one of t he best springs for warbler waves in years , again because 
of we tther patterns t hat kept migrants from t ravelling long dist ances each night. 
Some 30 warbler species were recorded between ay 10-16 along Wolf Creek. urange
crowns were bsent aft er I ay 12 but Tenne sees dominated from ay 12-16 . 

ene Wilhelm, Ph . D. 
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